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Legacy Tools 

Abstract 

This application note describes how to use legacy compilers and debuggers. 
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1 Introduction 

This application note will guide you through the different types of approaches to 
activate and utilize so-called legacy tools. Legacy tool means not that we adapt 
TESSY to an obsolete compiler or debugger which has not been supported by now. 
Legacy tools denote compilers, debuggers, and combinations to which TESSY has 
been fully adapted to. The difference to non-legacy tools is their today’s accepted 
usage in the embedded world. Most often there are newer versions of the tools 
available. This usually means that the tools have different command line arguments 
or even different program names and thus are different programs.  

Legacy tools are supported in several different ways. Their activation and usage will 
be represented in the following chapters step by step. The second chapter handles 
legacy compiler / debugger combinations which is associated with TESSY’s 
environment editor (TEE). So, it might be a good idea to consult chapter 6.5 TEE: 
Configuring the test environment from TESSY’s user manual if you have not done by 
now. The TESSY installation folder sys\compilers and sys\targets contain several 
compiler respectively debugger specific files in their subfolders which originate 
mostly from third party products and might be obsolete. Especially as far as linker 
files and startup code files are concerned, you should always try to use newer 
versions of these files from your own development project. See application note 063 
Startup Code of the Test Program for further hints on the integration of startup code 
and linker files. The third chapter handles legacy compilers to be used which is 
associated with make file templates. The fourth chapter handles legacy projects. 

2 Obsolete Combinations 

As mentioned in the introduction over time compilers and debuggers become 
obsolete. So, in order not to confuse you with all versions of compiler / debugger 
combinations TESSY separates obsolete compiler / debugger combinations from the 
latest supported ones. This is simply done by hiding all legacy compilers and 
debuggers. Start the TEE and select Show Obsolete from the menu by pressing the 
filter symbol to disable the filter. 
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Finally, the obsolete compilers and debuggers are displayed while their first symbol is 
struck through in order to separate them visually from non-obsolete compilers and 
debuggers. Nevertheless, they are fully functional. But keep in mind that oftentimes 
even the compiler and debugger vendors do not support these obsolete ones any 
more. So, problems could occur that can finally only be solved by using the newer 
versions of the respective compiler or debugger. 

3 Legacy Makefile Templates 

As long as only the compiler arguments or name is concerned obsolete versions 
might still be available and activatable by choosing a different version of the Makefile 
template. Those Makefile templates that support a legacy compiler version are 
named *_legacy.tpl where * denotes the normal Makefile template’s base name. 
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4 Online Samples 

On our website you can find several TESSY projects prepared for different TESSY 
versions as well as different compiler and debugger versions. These projects have 
been successfully tested. Each project is accompanied by a text file which contains 
information about the tool used for the test run including its version. 

 

 

 

If you find a project that corresponds to your compiler and debugger, you may 
download the package and unzip it into a folder. It is strongly recommended to avoid 
too long paths and also to avoid spaces in the path name because several target 
compilers do not support them. Finally, import the project as described in chapter 
4.1.2 Creating, importing, cloning, editing, deleting a project of TESSY’s user 
manual. 


